[The immunofunctional properties of the cancer cells in patients with acute leukemias and the response to standard chemotherapy].
Blood and bone marrow tumor cells from 50 patients with acute leukemias (36 were with nonlymphoblastic and 14 with lymphoblastic variants) were examined in terms of cell capacity for stimulating allogeneic lymphocytes in a unidirectional mixed lymphocyte-blast culture (MLBC) and action of the PHA-induced proliferative response of donor's lymphocytes on combined 96-hour cultivation. Blast suppressors inhibiting lymphocyte stimulation in response to PHA by as much as 43-99% were not recognized by allogeneic lymphocytes in MLBC, which was not related to occasional coincidence according to HLA antigens. These patients (n = 21) turned out resistant to chemotherapy. The mechanisms of interrelations between tumor and the immunocompetent system of patients with acute leukemia and the relationship with the results of chemotherapy are discussed.